
Procyon lotor 
 

 

 
Taxon Family / Order / Class / Phylum 
Procyon lotor L. 1758 Procyonidae / Carnivora / Mammalia / Chordata 

COMMON NAMES (English only) 
Raccoon 
Common Raccoon 
Northern Raccoon 
Coon 

SYNONYMS 
Ursus lotor L., 1758  
Lotor vulgaris Tiedemann, 1808  
Procyon annulatus G. Fischer, 1814 

SHORT DESCRIPTION 
This cat-sized omnivore, mostly nocturnal carnivore, 
with its black and white face, can live in almost all 
terrestrial habitats. It has a distinct sense of touch and an 
excellent climbing and swimming ability. 

BIOLOGY/ECOLOGY 
Dispersal mechanisms 

Females are often philopatric: the adult home range is the same as the birth area. Mean home range is between 
40 and 400 ha (5 ha in urban areas and 5000 ha on grasslands), and mean migration distances are between 5 – 10 
km. 

Reproduction  
They mostly have one litter per year with 2-4 young in April after a mean gestation period of 50-70 days. The 
mean weaning time is 16 weeks. Up to 75% of females within their first year can reproduce. 

Known predators/herbivores  
Eagle owl (Bubo bubo) or Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) can feed on young raccoons. 

Resistant stages (seeds, spores etc.)  

HABITAT 
Native (EUNIS code) 

B: Coastal habitats, D: Mire, bog and fen habitats, E: Grassland and tall forb habitats, F: Heathland, scrub and 
tundra habitats, G: Woodland and forest habitats and other wooded land, H: Inland unvegetated or sparsely 
vegetated habitats, I: Regularly or recently cultivated agricultural, horticultural and domestic habitats, J: 
Constructed, industrial and other artificial habitats, X11: Large parks, X22: Small city centre non-domestic 
gardens, X23: Large non-domestic gardens, X24: Domestic gardens of city and town centres, X25: Domestic 
gardens of villages and urban peripheries 

Habitat occupied in invaded range (EUNIS code)  
B: Coastal habitats, D: Mire, bog and fen habitats, E: Grassland and tall forb habitats, F: Heathland, scrub and 
tundra habitats, G: Woodland and forest habitats and other wooded land, H: Inland unvegetated or sparsely 
vegetated habitats, I: Regularly or recently cultivated agricultural, horticultural and domestic habitats, J: 
Constructed, industrial and other artificial habitats, X11: Large parks, X22: Small city centre non-domestic 
gardens, X23: Large non-domestic gardens, X24: Domestic gardens of city and town centres, X25: Domestic 
gardens of villages and urban peripheries 

 

Procyon lotor is a cat-sized, mostly nocturnal carnivore. 
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Habitat requirements 
They have a preference for woody habitats adjacent to fresh water or for urbanized areas. Its climatic range is 
very large, surviving harsh winters and desert like conditions. 

DISTRIBUTION 
Native Range 

South Canada to Panama, except Baja California, alpine regions (above 200m) of Rocky Mountains 
Known Introduced Range 

In Europe: France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Poland, Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary. First occurrences in Slovenia, Romania and Serbia. Furthermore populations in 
Belarus, Caucasus region of Russia, Georgia and Azerbaijan and in whole Japan. 

Trend 
There is a trend of range expansion towards South and East Europe. It is expected that the raccoon will expand 
its range in the already invaded countries very quickly. 

MAP (European distribution) 
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INTRODUCTION PATHWAY 
It was intentionally released for hunting and because of its fur for the first time in Germany. Escapes from fur farms, 
zoological gardens and from animal husbandries have occurred in France, Russia and several other countries of Europe. 

IMPACT 
Ecosystem Impact 

They cam occasionally predate on birds (nests) and amphibians with resulting decreased nesting success and/or 
decreased population sizes. 

Health and Social Impact 
Due to the raccoon roundworm (Baylisascaris procyonis) there is a high potential of zoonosis for humans and its 
animal vectors. The cerebral larva migrans in humans caused by the raccoon roundworm can be lethal. But at 
the moment there have not been any lethal cases nor serious raccoon rabies cases in Europe. 



Economic Impact 
It is considered a pest in some urban areas. However, costs from being a zoonosis vector, a consumer of 
agricultural products or causing nuisances to housekeepers (e.g. Central Germany, Berlin) are at the moment not 
serious. 

MANAGEMENT 
Prevention 

Management plans should focus on communication programs and diminishing conflict. In urban areas it is 
possible to control the denning behaviour by reducing climbing opportunities at houses, on roofs etc. It is 
important to avoid providing freely available food on compost piles or from pet feeding places. 

Mechanical 
In its native range eradications from islands are documented. But population control mechanisms by hunting are 
only possible with enormous effort, longevity and effectiveness. An effective control program in its invaded 
range was done after fencing and trapping near Berlin for great bustards (Otis tarda). 

Chemical 
Unknown. 

Biological 
Unknown. 
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